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ABSTRACT

Thls is a report on the fe1a+1onsh1p £ North
American Indlan athletic games to ceremonies. Data for\this
investigation were researched from 48 "Annual Reports of the Bureau
of American Ethnology} Smithsonian Institution" published from 188&
to 1933, and the 84 volumes of the "American Anthropologist"
published from 1888 to 1974. Observational reports from American .
-.ethnologists and anthr&pologlsts were also included. Forty-six
< examples of North American Indian athletic game-ceremonial
-relationships were colléected. Thirty-one tribes were represented in
the data. The results indicated that ceremonial rites, both
-need-related and game-success-oriented, formed,a major category of
- the athletic game/ceremony relationshipu'CSijyénial rituals also
formed a major category of the relationshi It was shown that the
ceremonial accompaniment aspect was a minor category of the athletic
. game and ceremony relationship; when the ceremonies were over, the
_games, as entertainment, began. Based upon the accounts from which
‘the.data were drawn, it is shown that North American Indian athletic
games were not without ceremonial relationships. Tribal culture was
.integrated into native North America ceremogiél athletic games in a
number of ways. (RCQ) . , .
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! o - NATIVE.AMERICAN CEREMONIAL ATHLETIC GAMES

o Ath]et1c games usua]]y are assoc1ated w1th sport and B
recreation amo g enlxghtened people. "’ Such games also were
associated wit rﬁcreation and sport among native North | ,///

Americans., But,in addition the functional sign1f1cance of

ED1L439%

—

games in North Amer1can Indian cu]tures exténded a]so to
ceremonial 1ife. & o ) ’ S . '\\
‘ N \\\ ' S .
Problem | ,K . S -
The problem undér 1nvestigation concerned itself with

7
_'determ1n1ng the assoc1at1on of North Amer1qan Indian athletic

v

. . games with ceremonies and with organizing the possible resu1t1ng

assoc1at1on The pr1mary prob]em had two

b - prob]ems. Oneq
concerned the possible 11nkage of 1nd1v1dua1 games with subr'
divisions of tribal" ceremon1es. The second sub-prob
“involved the possible 11nkage of part1cu1ar tribes W1th'*i

ceremon1aT subd1v1s1ons , T . o iﬁ\

PrOCedure and Definitions

, . | Data for this investigation were researched from the

forty e1ght Annual Regorts of .the Bureau of American Ethono]ogy,

Smithsonian Inst1tut1on published from 1881 to 1933 and the

eighty- four volumns of the Amer1can Arithropologist pub11shed

from 1888 to 1974. Observational reports from such preem1nent
ear]y Amer1can ethno]og1sts as. George Bird Gr1nne11 i |
 George A. Dorsey. James Mooney, Waltep Hoffman,

Matilda Coxe. Stevenson, and Lewis L. Meeker were included heavily
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in_%he,data source. In addition, the observations of the

-

. noted early h?stonians of the North AMeEican Indian,

. .. James: Adair, Lew1s Henry Morgan, Henry Rowe Schoo]craft' and

'George Cat11n, also were included.

Co]]ectod from: the written accounts were direc state-

-

~ . . N Q - i
~ ments'verifying re]ationships between North Amerigan Indian

_athletic games and ceromonies of the cu]ture Preliminary

1nvestigat10n revea]ed %hat ceremony ath]etic ame re]ation- .
sh1ps in North American Indian cultures were capable”’ of QQing

\ v &y
drganized into four somewhaw distinct d1v1 1ons (1) -

a o ~Ceremon1a1 L1fe Sustaining Rites, (2) Cer mon1a1 9Fme Success

YA 4 | Rites, (3) Ceremon1a1 R1tua1s, and (4) Ceremonial Accompaniments.

Athletic ‘games'and tribal units were efamined as they related
i - .
to‘these~d@vﬁsions.

. ¢ , The operational cgaracter1st1cs of categorical terms

basic to the %nvestigation‘were defined:

(1) Game. A contest’ chardcterized by (a) organized play,
. {b) two or more sides, (c) ecriteria for determining
the w1nner, and (d) agreed upon rules. 4 0

: (2) Ceremonial 1ife. susta1n1ng rites.- Forma] dign1f1ed
A A acts- on special occasions invoking the.intervention
: : 6Ff a supernatural being with tegard to a bas1c need
of 1ife. v . _ _ ' .
(3) ‘Ceremonia] game'success rites. So]emn practices in- /
voking the intervention of a supernatural being=with [
regard to the expficit function of success in the game.

f
4

(4) Ceremonial rituals. Formal gesturés as dance, taboos, ,
and charms on spec1a1 occasions. /
(5) Ceremonial accompaniments. Acts which took place |
- along side but not as an integral part of a solemn '
¥ ‘ practice. _ . . , /
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| L1m1ta¢10ns

There Were a number of 11m1tat10ns inherent in the study:
(1) While North American Indian games included both games
of chance and games of athJet1c skill, this study
‘Wwas restricted to ceremonial” aspects of athletic
gamgs. Those athletic games:.included the North
Am€rican Indian ball games of ratket, doubleball,
A shinny, and kickball; the dart, arrow, and jave]in
S ’ games of darts, archery, hoop and pole, ring and
‘ pin, and snowsnake; and the footraces wh1ch included
relay races and kicked stick races.
(2) Collected data were resticted to accounts dealing
with North American Indians residing within the

o ] North American territorial confines of present day
/ United States of America and Canada.

Results A : o
From the data researched, forty-six examples of North B
American Indian athletic game-ceremonial relationships were
collected-~-forty-six examples with some positive relationship
of a tribe-game-ceremony trichotomy. Thirty-one tribes were
represented 1in the'daté.
Preliminary examination Had developed a division of the
ceremony varient into four categories, not mutually exclusive. .
Within céremonia] lifé sustaining rites, thekathletic game was
' an essential action in a reljgioys practice, the implicit
¢ | function of which was related to a basic need of 1ife. The
research revealed twenty such tribal ceremenial rites involving
1‘ athletic games. Seventeen of these rites were supplication rites;
fivehpet%tioned for-Hehith and longevity, five for success 1in
‘the hunt, and five for fain. Supplication ceremonial rites '
also were held for Medjcine and to hasten the spring of thg year.
Celebration rites dnvolving afh]gtic games were held by

three tribes to celebrate Success in the hunt and harvest;

speEifica]]y to- celebrate the capture of a whale, the first run

A ' S N 7 4
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_of salmon, and the harvest' of corn. In addition, an ath1etic

game was held in one instance as*a penetential-reparation rite
© ' . . ) L
and in one instance as a funeral rite. _ -

’

o

. The North American Indian a

*ét1c games most £losely
gassociatéd with 1ife sustai 1tes were hdop/and pgle and
the fbotraces.hith sevepand six assoctat1ons respect1ve]y a
. Southwest ca]t e area Ind ans--Zuni, Tewa, Keres, '
White Mountain Aghche, and Jica i]]a/Apache, with the Zuni
f " in particular“-accounted for n né of the E&gnty tribal |
 athleti games held as liie sttainfng rites. In addition,
uron, Menominee, and Saur and Fox of the Northeast‘
WOodlands, the Pawnee, OglaIa Dakota, and Omaha of the P1a1ns,
the Makah and Wasco of the Northwest Coast; the Klamath pf the
P]ateaus; and the Pitkachi 6f(b]iforn1a utilized athletic games as
ceremoniaT 1ife sustaining /rites.

While athletic games were inherent in a number ofrative
American 1ife sustain1ng #ites, ceremdnia]’r1te; invoking game
success also were exemplified in the data. In the;e.r1tes_yhe

,.supernatufal was 1nyok%d to_aid in the success of'thé'regpec§1ve
‘contestant; w1ﬁn1ng t‘e contest was the important element.
Mediciné men invoked he assistance of tha tute]ar% guardians
or protegfors. Shamen conjured to ;ake medicine and to bking
supernatural powers to the athletes of a particu]ar side aﬁd to -

' compass the defeat and even to disab¥e’ or bring death to a rival.
From the forty—six examples exemp]ifying the tribe-athletic game-
ceremony trichotomy, ten illustrations of céreTon1a1 game success
rites were present. Sfx of,;he ten~weFe mutually exclusive ~ with
the 1ife susgaining ceremonial rites; four Were‘dual-purposedx

b
[y
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The athlettc games of racket, footracing, and hoop -and

pole were the North American Indian athletic games in which

game success r1tes were present with six, two, and two examp]es

respect1ve1y from the data researched. -
. .

‘Southeast Woedlands Indians-- Cherokee, Choctaw, and
CreektjinvoKed‘the supernatnra1’for success 1in fheir_games of
racket'and the Menominee of the Northeast WOodlands also.

The Zuni and Jicarilla Apache invoked their supernatuha] .

spirits for success in the footraces wh11e White Mountain -

Apache and Teton Dakota man1fested the ceremon1a1 game success

-

‘rvte in hoop and pole. v Lo

e

Ceremenial rituaTS also played a part in the native Ameri-

" can ceremony—athletic game relationship. The'data yielded

twenty-seven instances of ceremonia] rituals occunring with

nafive American athletic games. Ceremonial ritual was as likely
to occur with ceremonial rite as 1t was not; in ihirteen inshances
ritual occurred with rite and 1in foqrteen; ritual occurred in

the absence of rite. )

Fourteen positive ceremonial rituals were evidenced from

the data: feasts, fasts, diets, costume-and'decoration, dance

and music, smoking, vigils, taboos, charms and medicine ointment,

sacred substances, offerings or sacr1f§Eed bbjects, emetics,
mortificafion, and washing. The rituals which took place with
greatest frequency with tribal athle%1c games were.costume
and. decoration and dance and music, ;These r1tua1s‘were cited

sixteen and fifteen t1mes or 1n at least half of all instances

' when rituals were observed. Those rituals c1ted above the mean

number of citations, five, were feasts, charms or medicine-
ointment, and vigils. . 6 ‘

o - f;’
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Ceremonia] rJtuals were positive most often with the game
of racket--fifteen of the twenty-seven references from the
- data. Ath]etlc game ceremonia] rituals were present in six
~ tribal cultures for the footrace and aVeraged three rituals
per reference, the-same as in racket
u The use of ceremonial rituals was especﬁalﬂy notable ,
in particular tr1bes Specit1c tribes practiced from one to
seven“rltuals with part1cu1ar games, three being the mean.

Those tribes ut111z1ng,more than three rituals were the

Cherokees Canadian Iroquois’,'J'lcariHMb‘%he, Zuni, and

. ‘

.In addition to atmlet1c game ceremonial rites and cere-
monial r1tua1s,'at times ;thlet1c games-were the accompaniment
~of native American;religious and civil ceremony. In such
iﬁstances the athletic games were not a part of rite nor did
ceremonial ritual augment the ath]etic game. Rather the
athletic games were adjuncts of the ceremonies added for the
amusement and soc1a1 1ife of the members of the tribe. There
were seven examples of this in the data. |
< - ~ — - The games that atcompan1ed ceremonies as amusements were
racket, hoop and pole, and snowsnake, with racket ethbitino
’four exampies of the seven. \
. Northeast Woodland Indians‘especially, Five Nat{ons
Iroquois, Winnebago, and Huron, utilized athletic games in this
- manner. - With the Five Nation Iroquois, athletic games accom-

pan1ed their Mourn1ng Counci]s, civil ceremon1es whose purpose

was to raise up sachems,vandsthe1r re]fg1ous festivals--the

r
{
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Maple, Strawberry, Pjantihg, Green Corn, Qérvest.,pnﬁ New

Year's Testiva]s.\

7

/" In conclusion, based upon the accounts from which the .

Ll

data were drawn, North American Indian athletic games were

not without ceremonia]_relationshib. IndZeH, withianﬁtive

North,America; athletic games were integrated into tribal J\f
- - . 1 . -
ceremonial.culture in a number of ways’ . . .
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